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Advanced Skills Teachers National Network

As valued leaders of teaching and learning, there are sections of the National College for
Leadership of Schools and Children’s Services website dedicated to Advanced Skills Teachers
(ASTs), those who aspire to have AST status, and LA coordinators. The network has recently
moved to a new platform to make networking and collaborating much simpler and quicker. You
can edit your Personal Profile page, adding a photo and changing what information is displayed to
other users; start an online journal or blog; and share documents. Email alerts let you know when
your questions have been answered.

This guide will show you how to register for and reach the AST Network.

A. MEMBERSHIP to set up a username and password (if you don’t already have one from being on
a NCSL programme)
1. Navigate to www.nationalcollege.org.uk
2. Click ‘Sign in’ on the top right hand corner of the screen
3. Then click on to ‘Activate your membership’ —fill in the form and choose an easy to
remember case sensitive username and password. You will be sent a confirmation email,
and can then sign in.

B. PERSONALISING YOUR PROFILE
1. From My College, click on the ‘My personal profile’ link
2. Click on ‘Edit your profile’
About me: mention that you are an AST.
Profile picture: add a photo by clicking on ‘Browse’
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details, accept our terms and conditions to activate your membership, then
update your profile

C. REACHING THE AST NETWORK
Once you have a user name and password the quickest way to the Network is to use the shortcut

addresses: https://network.nationalcollege.org.uk/groups/221. Click ‘Join this group’ (top green
button on the right).
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The AST network home page looks like this:
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The original AST network can be found here

What'’s there?

From the AST Network you can access and contribute resources, contact others across the
country, and lots more. It has four sections:

1. Notices — a place to share news and gain information about AST conferences, national
consultations, job adverts, etc.

2. Discussions —where you can ask questions and discuss issues.

3. Resources — a contact list of 2400+ ASTs; professional development opportunities; pay
scales; materials for outreach; LA AST coordinators info; summaries of latest research,
policy and other documents.

4. Members — links to the profiles of all members of this network.

You might want to join or tell others about the related groups:

Advanced Skills Teachers — prospective, which has links and advice on the application
and assessment process https://network.nationalcollege.org.uk/groups/181

Challenging Schools Network, which is supported by ASTs
https://network.nationalcollege.org.uk/groups/211

Email sara.bubb@vtplc.com if you have any comments or ideas.
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